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N O T E S  A N D  E X T . R A C T S , ‘  
Tbe’following account of the cyclone at Mauritius, mentioned in the Rlay Rdew, is taken from L a  

Nature of May 10th : “The  cyclone burst on the island (Reunion) during the night of March 20th to 21.94 
with exceeding violence, which abated only during the forenoon of thc 22nd. The bnrorneter a t  12:30 p. m. 
March 21st had falleu to 727 mm. (28.62 inches), one of the most marked depressions observed in a great 
numbel. of years. On the moruing of the 20th the mercury had nlready touched 759 mm. (29.88 inches). 
* * * * Thirty-five persons perished, buried under the ruins of their dwcl l i~~gs  or  drowned. Many 
were wounded. The greater part of the public buildings and private rcsidenccs are more or less damaged.” 
It further states that 21 ships, putting to sea nt the instance of the Captain of the Port, were saved. Three 
vessels were disniantled or lost, but thc crews werc saved. Great dnninge was done to growing.crops, roads, 
quays, &c. The,cyclone raged with much less force :it RiIanritius than a t  Reunion. 

[I*’?.oni Nulurc, Juwe I?, 1679.1 
The Paris Acadeiny of Mctcorological Ascents liiig inaugurated the series of its =rial tisceusious. rhe  

first rook pliicc tit St. Mntides und tlie ?;ccontl a t  Arcueil on 1.11~ ucct~sion of opciiing the Ikole Laplace. 
The tis&nsioi~ists propost to tiilte pliotugritphs f’roni the car in  order to nscertniii thi: position of the balloons 
and make a verificntion o f the  laws of bwomctric height. The original idea of this difficult operation may 
be aitributed to Laverrier. E:wh of thc :isceiits wil l  bc follo\ved by thc publicstion of diagrams itnd Rcien- 

Prof. Jdliau LOO?AY i n  his cleveiith paper of “ Contributions to Meteorology” gives the results of‘ his study 
of’ the winds 011 the summit of Mt. Wushingtoii eoniparcd with the wiiids IICHP the level of the sea, :ind “ ab- 
normal storm ptlls ,” based upon thc published records of the United States Signal Sewice. 111 the iuves- 
tifintioil of the first subject he “selected all those ciiaes i i i  which thc direction of the wind 011 Mt. W d i i n g t o n ,  
differed nt least 90” from that a t  ench of the sintioiis, Burliilgtoti, Boston tint1 l’ortli~id, M e .  ‘I’hc uuinber of 
thcse cases \vas 507. Three-fifths uf’ these oecii Ired wheii the wind on AI  t .  Wnshinjpii  \viw fiom \V.. or IS W., 
uiitl over four-fifths when it was froin one of‘ the point.-, N., N\V., \V. (11- SW. At the same timo thc wind 
at the low statioris was generally from S., SE., E. or N E ”  As the tnble and det:iils of this work were wn- 
sidered too volumiuous fbr iublication, he ‘ ndoptcd 11 differen t sttriititird of’ selwtioii., and took all those casus 

occurring froni Octohr ,  1872, to Miircb, ’77. “It is noticetl t lint fbr scrc:i-nl observ:itions preceding the.min- 
inium pressure the surface winds generaliy WCIT froin S., SE., E., or KE., (assumed for courenience to be the 
east quarter) and !hut ahout the  time of niiniiiiurri pressure the wind chri::gctl to N., N\\‘., W. or SW., (ns- 
aumed for coiivculcnce to be the west quarter.) On the suiniuit of Mt.. \Vusliiugtoti 11 siiniliir change of wind 
is s o ~ e t i n i e ~  noticed, though not iuvnriably. The averagc of’ thc pressures of thc ccntrc of th\,se low nreas in 
which the wind on Mt. \\rashingto~i changed to -the ctist quarter was 29.47, iiiid in which no suc:h change 
occurred the’ iiveriigc was 29.47. I n  LL conipnrimi of’ eases in which nu :ir(’a of low pressurc p:isscd over 
New England, \\.hell the burometcr :it Portl:md, Me., did not fit11 to 29.6 inches it w s  found that during 
the continuation of seveli-eights of’ them tlie wind on Mt. \\::isliingtoli did not l i t  tiny t.inie blow from tho 
east quarter. 

1st. I u  a majority of tliose CIISC‘S i n  ivliicli a n  urea of I C I W  baronieter pnsscj over New England atteudcd 
by the usual system of tit-culating winds n t  ths surfke  stations, this system of‘ circiil:itiug winds does not’ 
extcod to the height of 6.000 feet. 

2ud, M’licn the depression of the biwometcr is unus~~iilly great., this system of‘ circulatiug wiuds ex- 
teiids to the greatest height. 

3rd, When, during the progress of tin iti*en of low prcssurct, 11 nysteiii of circulating winds t*caches to 
the summit of Mt. Wnshingtou, the chaiige of wind to thc etist qunrtcr usunlly begins a t  t ~ i e  surfiice sta- 
tions eleven liours sooner than it does on the suiniuit of that mouiititin ; and thc cliauge b:ick froin the aist  
to the west quarter usually begins a t  the bnsc of tho inouritain five liours sooner tlifiii 011 the suninnit.” 

In the study of‘ the secoud subject he selected tliosc ca3e~ i n  which storm pnths deviated most from the % ’  

average course, (easterly,) aud scparatnd tlmm iuto two C I ~ J S C ~ ,  one containing those ca3m i n  which the direc- 
tion was most northerly and the other those in  which i t  was  iiiost southerly. On compariiig these classes 
the following results are arrived at:  I n  storms moving towatds the north the uvercige courso wns 20° ewt  of 
north ; the average deprc-siou below the mean a t  the centre of 11,w :ire3 was fouixl to be 0.26 inch. greater 
‘at the last than a t  the first observation ; the itveriige temper:iture 011 the north side of low urea was 9O.6 
below the mean and on the south sido 14O.7 above; the ziverngc! vclocity of the south winds W S  ten per cent. 
greater than that of the north winds; the average rain~frtll in eight, liours within t,he low areas was 6.89.’ 
inches. In stornis moving towards the south the Hverage depression a t  the last observation was somewhat 
less than nt the first, and less than half what it \vas  a t  an  interinetliate date;  the avcrngu temperature on- 
north tide was 12” below the mean and on south sidc 17O abovc; thc nverrigc vclocity of the north winds . 
W h s  about double that of the south winds, nnd the averrtge rain-fit11 wm only 0.57 inch. In both classes the 
average humidity on the north side was netirly the same, but on thc south side i t  was 88 per cent. in .the . . 

former and 71 in latter. He therefore considers tht i t  ‘ I  the most rcmarknble circumstance which charactem- 
these two classcs of storms is tho differeuce i n  the rain-fall ; ” “ tha t  this appears to be the general character- 
istic of those storms which originate near the Gulf of Mexico,” and that ‘ I  the south wind is warm, moist and 
push- northward with great force.” The principle object had in view was to determine, if possible, the 

, 

tific results obtained. . ?  
[E’ tom Ihc~Arncvicun. Journtrr! o.( Scierrr~r: und Arts,  .I ~ l y ,  1AiD. I  

in which the hulmnetcr at I? ortlnnd, Me., f’cll u s  low as 2!).6 inches. Tlie totiil number of thesc eiises was 89,” 

’ 

H,,” therefore, thinks we lire just.ifielI in inferring the following con(*Ius!o~~s : 
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